Bealtaine Festival Age

An Age & Opportunity arts initiative Opportunity

Bealtaine Touring Award 2026

Information for applicants

Age & Opportunity is the national organisation creating opportunities that empower
older people to enhance individual and community wellbeing through participation in
physical activity and recreational sport, arts and creativity, personal development and
active citizenship initiatives.

Our Arts programme aims to support and provide resources for artists, arts
participants/audiences and arts organisations. We do this through our annual Bealtaine
Festival, which is Ireland’s national festival celebrating the arts and ageing, and our
Resource and Development Programme.

Bealtaine Festival

Bealtaine is run by Age & Opportunity, the national organisation working to improve
quality of life for us all as we age. The festival is at the centre of Age & Opportunity’s Arts
programme and in 2026 will mark its 31° year. Our Bealtaine theme for 2025 — 2026 is
Lust for Life, based on lggy Pop’s iconic punk-era song celebrating life’s dreams,
ambitions, intoxications and excesses. We love the relevance of this to our hopes and
aspirations, the traditional start of the summer, second chances and a punk spirit!

Bealtaine Touring Award

Age & Opportunity invites artists and producers to submit proposals for ready-to-tour
performing arts productions to be presented during the Bealtaine Festival in May 2026.
Selected proposals will receive a platform for presentation as part of the festival, along
with partial financial support (details below). Age & Opportunity will act as co-producer,
while the artist or producer will retain full responsibility for all aspects of the production
and tour.
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The proposed tour must be fully realised before proposals are made and take place during
May 2026. There should be a minimum of three performances which take place in more
than one county within the Republic of Ireland. Additional dates outside of May may be
included at the discretion of the applicant but they must be separate to the three
Bealtaine dates.

Please note that this award is not intended to fully fund the tour. The financial
contribution from Age & Opportunity is expected to represent approximately 20% of the
total production income. Other funding sources must be outlined in the budget. This
award is designed to support projects that are already realised. Where productions are
near completion which can be demonstrated, these applications can also be considered.
However, it is not intended to fund the development phase of a production.

The purpose of this award is to foster and promote ambitious, innovative, creative work
by and for older people, with a particular emphasis on projects that tour across Ireland.
We are especially interested in receiving proposals that are radical, challenging,
humorous, or offbeat, and that expand the range of events offered to Bealtaine Festival
audiences and participants.

We strongly encourage applications from artists from marginalised or underrepresented
communities.

Call for Applications

Age & Opportunity invites artists and producers to submit proposals for ready-to-tour
performing arts productions to be presented during the Bealtaine Festival in May 2026.

Two awards of €5,000 OR one award of €10,000 will be made to the successful
applicant(s)

What We Offer
e A platform to present your work as part of the festival.
e Partial financial support (approx. 20% of total production income).
e Co-production support from Age & Opportunity, while you retain full
responsibility for all aspects of the production and tour.

What We’re Looking For
We aim to support ambitious, innovative, and creative work by and for older people,
especially productions that tour across Ireland. We welcome proposals that are:
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e Radical or challenging

e Humorous or offbeat

e Expanding the range of events offered to Bealtaine audiences

e Projects that prioritise working with venues that strive for best practice in terms
of accessibility.

Funding Notes
e This award does not fully fund the tour.
e You must outline other sources of funding in your budget.
e Projects must be already realised or near completion (development-phase
projects are not eligible).

Eligibility Criteria
e The tour must be fully developed before submitting your proposal.
e Performances must take place during May 2026, with:
o A minimum of three performances.
o Shows in at least two different counties within the Republic of Ireland.
e Additional dates outside of May may be included but must be separate from the
three Bealtaine performances.

Application Process & selection criteria

Those wishing to apply for the tour award should submit their completed application via
the online form or via email in Word or PDF formats, with supporting documentation
included.

Applications should include the following supporting documentation:

e Budget for the project, including other potential/confirmed funders, partners,
and in-kind contributions.

e An outline PR and marketing plan.

e Letters of support (as one file) /expressions of interest from at least three
proposed venues.

e Acurrent CV (max 2 pages) for all those involved in the project (artists and crew).

e Examples of previous work (please compile as one document, including links to
images of previous work/showreels/reviews, etc.).

Applications will be assessed according to the following criteria and applicants should pay
special attention to these when completing the application form:
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e Alignment with Bealtaine's Mission and Audience
e Track record of relevant personnel.

e High artistic merit.

e Project readiness and touring suitability

e Feasibility within Timeframe

e Provided Budget & Marketing Plan

*Age & Opportunity’s funds for this award are subject to Arts Council funding which will
be determined by January 2026.

Applications should be submitted via the online form or to the Arts Administrator,
arts@ageandopportunity.ie no later than 12pm, Wednesday 12th November, 2025.

Assessment

Please note, applications will be assessed by an Age & Opportunity appointed panel.
Applicants will be assessed on the selection criteria and the questions answered on the
application form.

Incomplete applications will be deemed ineligible.
Applicants must be based and work within the Republic of Ireland.

Any queries relating to the Bealtaine Tour may be directed to the Arts Administrator as
above by email, including requests for assistance with filling out the application form.

We aim to communicate final decisions by the end of November 2025. Should a large
volume of applicants be received, this timeline may be adjusted to provide additional
time to review all applications. All applicants will be kept notified of any changes or
updates.

Equality, Human Rights, and Diversity

Please note that Age & Opportunity welcomes applications from all communities and
particularly encourages artists from underrepresented communities to apply.
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In line with the Public Sector Equality and Human Rights Duty, and in line with our core
funders, Age & Opportunity is committed to ensuring that it takes positive policy
measures and commitments to promote equality of opportunity for all those living in
Ireland, regardless of their gender, sexual orientation, civil or family status, religion, age,
disability, race or membership of the Traveller Community. Furthermore, Age &
Opportunity notes the ground of socioeconomic background as a further basis for which
equality of opportunity must be guaranteed.

As such, Age & Opportunity is committed to increasing the diversity and inclusion of our
work.
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More Information

Age & Opportunity

Age & Opportunity is the national organisation creating opportunities that empower
older people to enhance individual and community wellbeing through participation in
physical activity and recreational sport, arts and creativity, personal development and
active citizenship initiatives.

We work with local communities and organisations across the country to run a range of
programmes and activities in three key areas:

Our Arts Programme provides opportunities for us to engage in arts and cultural activities
and initiatives.

Our Active Programme is designed to get us active and to participate more in recreational
sport and physical activity.

Our Engage Programme offers courses and workshops promoting personal development,
community collaboration and active citizenship.

Age & Opportunity Arts is a dedicated programme which supports the participation and
representation of all older people in cultural and creative life in Ireland. We do this work
by supporting and resourcing artists, arts audiences and arts organisations and
encouraging involvement in arts activities by people all over Ireland. We also aim to raise
the standard, knowledge-base and visibility of the arts and older people sector. Our Arts
programme comprises a range of initiatives and events. Our annual, high profile, month-
long Bealtaine Festival, takes place in May throughout local communities all around
Ireland. We also deliver a comprehensive support programme of initiatives designed to
resource and develop the creative ageing sector in Ireland
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