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A Message From The President Of Ireland
Mar Uachtarán na hÉireann, I am delighted to join in with all 
those who are celebrating the 30th anniversary of the Bealtaine 
Festival. 
It is an opportunity to acknowledge all those who make our 
creativity possible and to participate. 
May I take this opportunity to encourage Irish people of all ages 
to use the Bealtaine Festival as an opportunity to engage in the 
arts and creative activities. It is such an opportunity for exploring 
different art forms, and, in doing so, forging new connections and 
embracing new experiences. Participation in the arts reminds 
us and can awaken our creativity, nurture meaningful bonds. It 
enables us too to find joy and connection in shared expression. 
As we mark this milestone of 30 years, let us recommit to 
valuing the role of the arts and the work of artists in nurturing an 
inclusive and vibrant society, one that offers a journey of growth 
and possibility - a society in the fullest sense and meaning. 

Le chéile, let us celebrate creativity in its fullest bloom. 

Michael D. Higgins 
Uachtarán na hÉireann 
President of Ireland

Since its inception in 1995, Age & Opportunity’s Bealtaine 
Festival has been a pioneering model for celebrating, developing, 
showcasing and extending opportunities for participation and 
engagement with the arts in Ireland. Its inspired and inspiring 
focus on the arts and creativity as we age, also highlights how the 
arts can enhance wellbeing, challenge ageism, and foster social 
inclusion. 
Over the last three decades, Bealtaine has involved a stellar range 
of artists and arts professionals of all ages in its development 
and delivery, working closely with community and local authority 
partners. It has brought us a diverse and vibrant range of arts 
and creative experiences and illustrates to us continually just 
how valuable older voices and artistic contributions are for the 
vitality of the arts and wider society in Ireland. The Arts Council is 
delighted to offer our congratulations to Age & Opportunity and 
all of the festival’s partners and supporters on this significant and 
joyous occasion. 
 

Maureen Kennelly,
Director of the Arts Council



And now for something a little bit different! 
As Bealtaine turns 30, join us for some 
very special events 1st - 3rd May in our 
Festival HQ.
This Bealtaine, we’re kicking off our anniversary celebrations
with a bang with an action-packed opening weekend at 
Project Arts Centre in Temple Bar! From morning to night, 
enjoy three invigorating days of vibrant and diverse arts 
activities. Whether you’re near or far, we invite you to join us 
for a smorgasbord of creativity in the heart of the Capital.

Plus, we’ve got events throughout Temple Bar and national 
events like the Bealtaine Tour and National Arts in Nursing 
Homes Day this May. For those at home, online activities 
will keep you in the spirit! After the opening weekend, the 
celebration continues all month long with the national 
festival showcasing creative events from libraries to arts 
centres to care homes to outdoor community spaces.  
It’s going to be a brilliant Bealtaine – see you there!
 

Dr. Tara Byrne, 
Bealtaine Festival 
Artistic Director

Catherine Marshall, 
on behalf of the 
Board and Arts 
Programme 
Advisory Group  
Age & Opportunity

Ageing is something we do all our lives so it is essential that we 
celebrate it. That’s even more important at a time when new 
technologies increasingly blur the divisions between reality 
and the virtual. Bealtaine reminds us of our humanity, with all 
its exuberance, sadnesses, nostalgia and joy. 

This year’s festival doesn’t just celebrate the current moment 
it marks thirty years of similar gatherings. Please join us, 
wherever you are, as we do that for Bealtaine 2025, looking 
back, taking stock, planting the seeds for the next one.

BOOKING INFORMATION
Events in our Festival HQ can be booked directly via 
projectartscentre.ie or 01 881 9613. For pricing of events 
including festival passes, see page 23. For full information on 
all events including the nationwide festival see bealtaine.ie or 
call 01 9133921.
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Lust for Life - Commission
To celebrate our 30th anniversary we invite you once 
again to tap into a ‘Lust for Life’ and honour the potential 
and diversity of ageing. To mark this, in partnership with
the Contemporary Music Centre and Sing Ireland, we have
commissioned CMC Brigid Residency Composers, Abigail
Smith and Anderinna Gooch to create two new compositions, 
on the theme. These works will be premiered at a special 
event in IMMA on 4th May (see page 19).  Both composers 
were mentored by composer Norah Walsh and engaged 
with the Forget Me Nots Choir throughout the process of 
development. An arrangement of the original Iggy Pop 
classic anthem Lust for Life is also available on our website 
for choirs who wish to incorporate it into their Dawn or 
Dusk Chorus!  
See page 7 and 13 for other Bealtaine commissions.

Bealtaine Festival and Poetry Ireland - 
Poet in Residence and Bealtaine Poem

Bealtaine and Poetry Ireland are delighted 
to collaborate in this very special year 
where Poetry Ireland’s Poet-in-Residence, 
Anne Tannam, joins the Bealtaine ranks 
for a very special weekend at Project Arts 
Centre. She’ll host a reading on May Day 

(which also happens to be Poetry Day Ireland), as well as 
a workshop and a Poetry SOS where she will prescribe a 
poem for you to take away and read whenever “only a poem 
will do”. Anne has also been commissioned to write two 
new poems to mark Bealtaine’s 30 years which will debut 
on our opening evening.

2025



FESTIVAL HQ EVENTS: Project Arts Centre  
THURSDAY1ST MAY

INVISIBILITY: THE NEW 
SUPERPOWER
Literature/Discussion
2.30pm - 4pm
Panel discussion featuring insights from 
the anthology Well You Don’t Look it! 
Women Writers in Ireland Reflect On 
Ageing. Humorous, wise, critical and 
celebratory, this wide variety of views 
gives us important new perspectives on 
what it means to grow old. Guests: Anne 
Griffin, Mary O’Donnell, Mary Rafferty, 
Máiríde Woods. Hosted by Jessica Traynor.

WILD AND PRECIOUS  
LIFE
Poetry Readings
6pm - 7.30pm
Hosted by Anne Tannam, our Bealtaine 
Poetry Ireland Poet-in-Residence, join 
poets Kerry Hardie, Celia de Fréine, 
Gerry Murphy, Moyra Donaldson and 
David Hynes for a celebration of life 
through poetry. In parternship with 
Poetry Ireland. 

see bealtaine.ie for more6
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FESTIVAL HQ EVENTS: Project Arts Centre  
THURSDAY1ST MAY

SONGS AND STORIES  
FROM SILVER STARS
Music / Theatre
8pm - 9.15pm
Seán Millar and guests return to Bealtaine for 
a special 30th anniversary recital featuring 
songs and stories from ‘Silver Stars’ - a series 
of one to one interviews with older Irish gay 
men, examining maleness, freedom and 
burden, the truths of prejudice, the truths of 
family, the truths of love. A short, additional 
commissioned piece ‘Beautiful’ will feature 
as part of the evening. Commissioned by 
Bealtaine Festival and supported by the 
Community Foundation Ireland.

see bealtaine.ie for more 7
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FESTIVAL HQ EVENTS: Project Arts Centre  
FRIDAY 2ND MAY
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AN EVENING WITH 
MARY COUGHLAN
Music & Conversation
8pm - 9.30pm 
Join us for an evening of music 
and conversation with the legend 
that is Ireland’s greatest jazz and 
blues singer Mary Coughlan in 
conversation with activist Ailbhe 
Smyth. Discussing 41 years in 
music, resilience, activism, and 
the changing roles of women in 
society, two of Ireland’s greatest 
female trail blazers offer insights 
into our ever changing world, 
nationally and globally. 

THE LIVES OF ARTISTS  
Multidisciplinary Arts / 
Discussion
2.30pm - 4pm  
For this special 30th anniversary 
discussion, join us to explore what 
sustains these significant artists 
who have worked with us over the 
years, featuring visual artist Alanna 
O’Kelly, writer/performer Pom Boyd, 
choreographer Philippa Donnellan, 
poet Enda Wyley, and musician/ 
theatre-maker Seán Millar.  



2025

FESTIVAL HQ EVENTS: Project Arts Centre  
FRIDAY 2ND MAY
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DUBLIN COMEDY IMPROV
Comedy/Show
9.30pm - 10.45pm  
Ireland’s longest-running improv 
show is back! The coolest (and oldest) 
improvisers in town—Joe Rooney, 
Michelle Read, Graeme Singleton, and 
Sharon Mannion—deliver whip-smart, 
off-the-cuff comedy for Bealtaine 2025. 
It’s playtime for grown-ups! See pg 17 for 
improv workshop details. 

STANDING ON THE 
SHOULDERS OF  
GIANTS 2025 
Literature /In Conversation 
Event
6pm - 7pm  
The 8th edition of this special 
partnership between Bealtaine 
and ILFDublin celebrates the 
influence writers have on each 
other across generations. Booker 
longlisted, and Nero Prize winning 
novelist and short story writer Colin 
Barrett speaks with internationally 
acclaimed, Women’s Prize for 
Fiction winner Lisa McInerney. In 
partnership with the International 
Literature Festival Dublin.

2025



DIY IRELAND: THE INNOVATORS WHO SHAPED  
IRELAND’S MUSIC SCENE - Music / Discussion
4.30pm - 6pm  
A collection of musicians and music industry experts will gather to discuss the thriving 
and energetic Irish music industry from the 1970s to the present day. Guests include: 
Michael Mary Murphy, Elvera Butler, Edwina Forkin, Jim Lockhart and Tom Dunne.

REBELLIOUS HOPE 
Dance / Screening and  
Discussion
3pm - 4.30pm    
Rebellious Hope is a short dance film 
by choreographer Philip Connaughton, 
filmmaker Luca Truffarelli, and 
composer Mel Mercier. Featuring 
acclaimed performers from Ireland and 
France (ages 46–85), it explores the 
enduring artistic drive, focusing not on 
age but on constant growth, learning, 
and the relentless pursuit of creative 
evolution.

FESTIVAL HQ EVENTS: Project Arts Centre  
SATURDAY 3RD MAY

see bealtaine.ie for more10



FESTIVAL HQ EVENTS: Project Arts Centre 
SATURDAY 3RD MAY
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WHAT HAVE OLDER PEOPLE 
EVER DONE FOR US?
30 years of social and  
cultural change in Ireland. 
Discussion
6.30pm - 8pm
To mark our 30th anniversary, this 
discussion looks back at the contribution 
of older people to the social and cultural 
history of Ireland over the last 30 years. 
The discussion will be chaired by RTÉ arts 
producer and editor Clíodhna Ní Anluain 
and will comprise distinguished voices 
from the arts and journalism sectors 
including archivist and activist Catriona 
Crowe, writer and journalist Martina 
Devlin, visual artist Alice Maher, poet  
Tom McCarthy and writer Louise Nealon. 
This event will also be live-streamed,  
see bealtaine.ie for details.

VOICES UNITE: 
A collaborative performance  
of African and Irish history 
through women’s songs  
and stories
Music/Spoken Word
8.30pm - 10pm  
Join us for the last night of Bealtaine 
HQ on this evening of music, 
storytelling and conversation 
featuring Eleanor Shanley, Justine 
Nantale, Segun Akano, Mike 
Hanrahan and historian Liz Gillis. 
Supported by Temple Bar Company.



BEALTAINE SHORT FILM COMMISSION 
RETROSPECTIVE
Fri 2 & Sat 3 May, 1pm - 2pm
FREE. Drop In (also available online)  

A selection of Bealtaine-commissioned short films, 
showcasing diverse lived experiences. Films include Home 
by Anita Groening and Enda Wyley, The Key Was Always in 
the Door by Collette Nolan and Gerry Murphy, The Windy 
Lady (COVID edition) by Pom Boyd, Where Do All the Old 
Gays Go? by Lore Films, and Over/Pass by Jessica Kennedy 
with Shaun Dunne.

THE HUMAN LIBRARY  
Unjudge Someone
 Saturday 3 May,  
1.30pm – 4.30pm. FREE. Drop In. 

At the Human Library, you borrow books like any other 
library - but here, the ‘books’ are people with personal 
stories. Each comes from a marginalised group, creating  
a safe space for open discussions on challenging topics.

POETRY S.O.S.
Saturday 3 May,  
10 min slots will run 11am - 12pm / 12.30pm - 1.30pm 
FREE. Booking essential. 

Anne Tannam, poet and poetry pharmacist will prescribe 
a poem for you, designed to help you feel better. Each 
session is ten minutes long and pre-booking is essential. 
In partnership with Poetry Ireland.

POP UP EVENTS @ FESTIVAL HQ 

see bealtaine.ie for more12



2025

TEMPLE BAR AND SATELLITE EVENTS

see bealtaine.ie for more 13

A NEW FORM OF BEAUTY
Wednesday 30 April 2025 - March 2026. FREE
Opening times: Tuesday - Saturday, 10am - 5pm, Sunday - Monday 1 - 5pm
Venue: National Museum of Ireland, Collins Barracks.

A photo exhibition charting the evolution of Dublin’s youth culture through the ever-
changing face of its street styles and subcultures, from the 1960s to the 1990s. The 
images are taken from Garry O’Neill’s extensive archive of material sourced from the 
public, photographers and archives, for his continued book project  Where Were You? 
Curated by Garry O’Neill. Commissioned by Bealtaine Festival, with support from the 
National Museum of Ireland.



TEMPLE BAR AND SATELLITE EVENTS
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PROM NIGHT PORTRAITS 
Photography
1 - 3 May, 11am - 5pm. FREE.  
Venue: Temple Bar Gallery + Studios

A showcase of portraits from Bealtaine’s 
2024 LGBTQ+ celebratory event. 
Photographer Donal Talbot will host a 
walkthrough of Prom Night Portraits 
at 5pm on Friday 2nd May. Supported 
by Temple Bar Gallery + Studios and 
Certified Proud.

BEALTAINE ART WALK 
Hosted by Temple Bar Gallery + Studios 
Thursday 1 May, 11.30am - 12.30pm. FREE. 
Venue: Meet at Temple Bar Gallery + Studios
Join us for a morning exploring art in Temple Bar. This special Bealtaine Art Walk 
visits Donal Talbot, Prom Night Portraits and Katarzyna Perlak, Better a bare foot 
than none at TBG+S and Prix Pictet: Human at Photo Museum Ireland, with time to 
explore later at your own pace.

A PEEK INTO THE PAST: 
SOURCES AND STORIES 
National Photographic Archive
Thursday 1 May, 3pm - 4pm. FREE.
Venue: National Library of Ireland, 
(National Photographic Archive)

Join Dr Sinéad McCoole for a guided 
tour of People & Places: Ireland in 19th, 
20th & 21st Centuries. Explore Ireland’s 
photographic history, from the Big House 
and evictions to Covid-19.
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TEMPLE BAR AND SATELLITE EVENTS 

CHRISTIANA PERSCHON
Screening & Interview
Saturday 3 May, 12pm - 1.30pm.  
€13.50 / €10.50
Venue: Irish Film Institute

The Bealtaine Festival, in partnership with 
aemi and IFI, presents films from Christiana 
Perschon’s portrait series, created in 
collaboration with older women artists. 
An Austrian artist known for her work with 
analogue film, Perschon will attend for an 
interview/Q & A after the screening.  
In partnership with the IFI.

AGEING IN PLACE  
Walking Tour 
Sat 3 May, 11am. FREE, come on the day.
Venue: Meet in front of the Ark Outdoor Stage. 
A walking tour on the past and present of Temple Bar with the Irish Architecture 
Foundation and guests. 

BEALTAINE FESTIVAL X 
DUBLIN INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL
Screening & Discussion
Friday 2 May, 1pm - 3pm 
Venue: Lighthouse Cinema 

Following the success of last year’s event, 
we once again invite DIFF’s Silver Screen 
Critics to programme a selection of shorts 
to be shown as part of Bealtaine on the 
theme of Lust for Life. In association with 
the Dublin International Film Festival. 
See bealtaine.ie for full details on the 
selected films.



WORKSHOPS
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BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE IRISH 
FILM CLASSIFICATION OFFICE
Thursday 1 May, 2.30pm - 4pm. FREE. 
Venue: Irish Film Classification Office
Get a behind-the-scenes look and learn about the film 
classification process with the Irish Film Classification 
Office. The workshop includes a surprise film screening.  
In partnership with IFCO.

TINSMITH DEMO WITH JAMES COLLINS
Thursday 1 May, 11am - 12pm 
Venue: Project Arts Centre  
Join master tinsmith James Collins as he demonstrates the 
traditional techniques and decorations involved in making 
everyday items from tin. James will also share insights 
from his long career as one of the last remaining tinsmiths 
in Ireland.

ILU OSU WEST AFRICAN DRUMMING 
WORKSHOP WITH SEGUN AKANO
Friday 2 May, 11am - 12pm 
Venue: Project Arts Centre

An immersive drumming workshop where you’ll learn 
rhythms from Nigeria and Ghana, including Highlife, 
Woro, Alujo, and Akpala. Drums provided.

FILMMAKING ON YOUR PHONE WITH 
DUBLIN SMART PHONE FILM FESTIVAL
Friday 2 May, 10.30am - 1.30pm 
Venue: Project Arts Centre 
Use your smartphone to create captivating films in this 
hands-on workshop designed for beginners. Learn 
the essentials of shooting and editing with accessible 
technology and start your filmmaking journey.



see bealtaine.ie for more

WORKSHOPS
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LUST FOR POETRY WITH  
ANNE TANNAM
Friday 2 May, 2pm - 4pm 
Venue: Project Arts Centre

A welcoming, interactive poetry workshop with our Poet-
in-Residence, Anne Tannam. Open to all. In partnership 
with Poetry Ireland.

SCENT ARTICULATION: CREATIVE  
& CODIFIED WITH CHRISTOPHER 
MCMULLAN
Friday 2 May, 2pm - 3.30pm
Venue: Temple Bar Gallery + Studio
Explore aromas through mark-making, colour, movement, 
and sound. This workshop delves into the cross-modal 
nature of scent and its non-codified aspects.

CREATE YOUR OWN FANTASY WORLD 
WITH ARTIST ELLA BERTILSSON
Sat 3 May, 11am - 12.30pm
Venue: Temple Bar Gallery + Studio

Join Ella Bertilsson for a workshop exploring storytelling, 
imagination, and world-building. Use assemblage and 
various materials to create your own imaginary place. 
Open to all ages.

2025

COMEDY IMPROV WORKSHOP WITH  
MICHELLE READ
Saturday 3 May, 10.30am - 1.30pm 
Venue: Project Arts Centre

Join Dublin Comedy Improv’s Michelle Read for a fun, 
practical workshop on drama, performance, and improv. 
Suitable for 16+.



2025

WORKSHOPS

CARING FOR YOUR FAMILY 
PHOTOGRAPHS
Saturday 3 May, 11am -12.30pm. FREE. 
Booking required.
Venue: Photo Museum Ireland

Learn how to preserve and care for your family album, 
including storing, labeling, and restoring photographs.  
The session also covers digitising photos and scanning 
apps. 

MAKING A MEMORY BOOK WORKSHOP
Saturday 3 May, 2pm - 4pm. FREE, booking required.
Venue: Photo Museum Ireland

Create a Memory Book for loved ones with dementia.  
Join Brendan Maher for hands-on guidance using photos 
and mementos. Limited to 6 participants. 

FAMILY TRAD SINGING WORKSHOP
Saturday 3 May, 2pm - 3pm & 4pm - 5pm  
Venue: The Ark 

Bealtaine and The Ark invite grandparents and grand-
children, (or any family or friends of different generations) 
to join us for this fun singing workshop, inspired by 
traditional Irish songs. For ages 8-12 / 50+. 
In partnership with The Ark, with thanks to the Irish 
Traditional Music Archive.

see also pg 22 for online workshops.18

DANCE MOVES WITH MACUSHLA DANCE
Saturday 3 May, 11am - 12.15pm 
Venue: Project Arts Centre

A fun, supportive dance class for 50+, featuring warm-
ups, creative improvisations, and choreography to 
enhance musicality, stamina, and coordination.



NATIONWIDE

2025
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DAWN & DUSK CHORUS
Sunday 4 May  
Join choirs nationwide as older 
people come together to sing at dawn, 
welcoming the day and season. For 
Bealtaine’s 30th anniversary, choirs 
will perform an arrangement of Iggy 
Pop’s Lust For Life, commissioned from 
musical director Susan McManamon. 
Presented in partnership with Sing 
Ireland. Visit Bealtaine.ie for details.

BIG BEALTAINE 
BIRTHDAY TEA PARTY 
Sunday 4 May

Communities and groups all around 
Ireland are invited to host their own 
Bealtaine Tea Party on Sunday 4th 
May or any date of their choosing, 
to celebrate Bealtaine’s 30th 
anniversary. This might involve an 
outdoor tea party event, an indoor 
tea dance or something completely 
unique. 
There will also be a flagship Tea 
Party event taking place in IMMA 
on Sunday 4th May (2-4pm), with 
musical guests, poets and more. 
Tickets are very limited and on a 
first come first serve basis. See 
Bealtaine.ie for booking. This event 
is supported by IMMA, see pg 21 for 
more details on IMMA Horizons.



NATIONWIDE - Bealtaine Tours

See calendar on page 24-25 for tour venues and dates.

see bealtaine.ie for more

MISS MARY BY  
KRISTYN FONTANELLA
Miss Mary is an outdoor solo dance 
performance tracing the footsteps 
of Ireland’s travelling dance masters. 
Moving through parks and fields, 
she exchanges stories and steps, 
connecting with the land and 
its memories. Co-produced by 
Roscommon Arts Centre and funded 
by the Arts Council Touring Award.

Touring to Longford, Louth and 
Roscommon, see calendar on page 
24- 25 for full details. 

TENDER MERCIES BY  
COLLETTE CULLEN
Fair City’s Sorcha Furlong delivers 
a captivating performance as Mary 
Fortune, recounting the highs, 
lows, loves, and demons of her 
life. Blackly comic and poignant, 
Tender Mercies will leave a lasting 
impression. Funded by the Arts 
Council Touring Award.

Touring to Dublin (Dundrum 
and Tallaght) and Longford, see 
calendar on page 24-25 for full 
details.

20
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NATIONWIDE 

For full details of all nationwide Bealtaine events, see Bealtaine.ie
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NATIONAL ARTS IN 
NURSING HOMES DAY
16 May 
A day celebrating the everyday 
creativity taking place in care 
settings all over Ireland. 2025 
award recipients are Beaufort 
House Nursing Home, Co. Meath, 
Oakfield Nursing Home,  
Co. Wexford, Cluain Lir Care Centre, 
Co. Westmeath, Esker Lodge 
Nursing Home, Co. Cavan, Friar’s 
Lodge Nursing Home, Co. Mayo. In 
partnership with Nursing Homes 
Ireland.

IRISH MUSEUM OF MODERN ART  
- Bealtaine Programme
Join IMMA’s May events with sensory workshops, slow-looking 
tours, biodiversity walks, and the Age-Friendly AI showcase. 
Explore current exhibits on an Artcycle tour with the DCC  
Cycling Officer. The IMMA Horizons program promotes art for 
health, social connection, and change, fostering inclusivity, 
creativity, and wellbeing. Visit imma.ie for details.

IFI / ACCESS CINEMA BEALTAINE FILM 
TOUR 
This Bealtaine join the IFI and Access Cinema for the 
annual Bealtaine film tour and other screenings for 
Bealtaine at the IFI. Throughout Ireland, throughout May, 
see local listings for details.
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ONLINE EVENTS - See bealtaine.ie for more 

CREATIVE KICKSTART WITH 
AINGEALA FLANNERY
8 & 9 May, 10am -11.30 am, €15

Struggling to write a short story? Join award-winning 
author Aingeala Flannery for this creative kickstart 
workshop, suitable for all levels.

BEALTAINE BEGINNINGS: 
Letting in the Light in Memoir with 
Kathy Donaghy
21 & 28 May, 11am - 12:30pm, €15

Explore the light and shade of life in this memoir workshop. 
Learn to find healing by reflecting on pain and beauty in 
everyday moments. Mixed levels.

EXPLORING ANTHOTYPES
WITH JOANNA HOPKINS
6, 13 & 20 May, 11am – 12.30pm, €20
Create eco-friendly anthotype prints using sunlight and 
vegetables. Participants will create unique artworks over 
three weeks. List of materials provided in advance.

PROM NIGHT SHORT FILM 
Throughout May.
Reclaiming missed experiences later in life is often a rite 
of passage for the LGBTQ+ community. Sarah Gwynne’s 
short film follows the journey of a gay couple as they 
prepare for, and attend Prom Night, at Street 66 in Dublin 
(Bealtaine Festival 2024). Supported by Certified Proud.

Bealtaine short film retrospective – see pg 12 for details. Bealtaine Discussion 
Livestream - see pg 11 for details.



2025
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BOOKING  
INFO

Booking details and more information on all events, including the 
full national programme, can be found on Bealtaine.ie or call us on 
01 9133921. Festival events taking place in Project Arts Centre can 
be booked directly via projectartscentre.ie

Karen Horgan,  
CEO, Age & Opportunity
Dr. Tara Byrne,  
Arts Programme Manager & Bealtaine 
Festival Artistic Director, Age & Opportunity
Bridget Deevy,  
Arts Programme Assistant Manager  
& Bealtaine Festival Producer,  
Age & Opportunity
Jessica Burton Restrick,  
Arts Programme, Administrator,  
Age & Opportunity
Melissa Byrne,  
Communications Manager,  
Age & Opportunity 
Anne Carroll,  
Communications Assistant,  
Age & Opportunity
Bealtaine Curators:  
Anne Hendrick & Dani Gill
Bealtaine Ambassadors:  
Liz McManus & Mike Hanrahan
With special thanks to our invaluable 
volunteers!

PRICING
Bealtaine Festival HQ events 
(Project Arts Centre)  
All events - €14 each
Workshops - €12 each
Two workshops - €17
Day passes - €32
Day pass workshop add on - €7
3 Day Pass - €80

Free events 
Please note some events are 
booking only. We ask that 
bookers of free events please 
notify us if not attending to allow 
others to book.
Satellite venues – see listing.
Online workshops – see listing.
We are committed to access for 
all, please get in touch with us 
directly if price is a barrier to 
access.

FESTIVAL PASSES
Day passes will entitle the holder 
to three events on a given day 
(excluding workshops).
Festival pass holders can add a 
workshop to their pass for €7.
Festival passes are only valid for 
events at the Festival HQ (Project 
Arts Centre).
Festival pass holders must still 
book into individual events to 
ensure their place.
Festival pass holders must book 
into free events, unless otherwise 
stated.

REFRESHMENT /BAR  
OPENING TIMES
The bar will open at 7pm each 
evening. Complimentary tea 
and coffee will also be available 
during the day, please ask our 
staff for more information.
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DAY/TIME NAME OF EVENT TYPE OF EVENT VENUE ADDRESS PAGE
Wed 30 April 
(opens)

A New Form of Beauty 
opening Exhibition National Museum of 

Ireland
Collins Barracks, 
Dublin 7 13

Thursday 1st
11am - 
11:30am Prom Portraits Opening Pop up Temple Bar Gallery 

+ Studio Temple Bar, Dublin 2 14

11am - 12pm Tinsmith Demonstration Demo /Workshop Festival HQ - Cube Project Arts Centre, 
Temple Bar, D2 16

11.30am - 
12.30pm Art Walk Walking Tour Begins @ TBG+S Temple Bar, Dublin 2 14

2.30pm - 4pm Invisibility is the New  
Superpower

Literature/ 
Discussion Festival HQ - Cube Project Arts Centre, 

Temple Bar, D2 6

2.30pm - 4pm IFCO Behind the Scenes Film / Talk IFCO offices Smithfield, Dublin 7 16

3pm - 4pm A Peek into the Past Photography/Talk
Photographic 
Archive, National 
Library of Ireland

Temple Bar, Dublin 2 14

6pm - 7pm Wild & Precious Life Poetry Reading Festival HQ - Cube Project Arts Centre, 
Temple Bar, D2 6

8pm - 9:15pm Songs & Stories from 
Silver Stars Theatre/Music Festival HQ - Space 

Upstairs
Project Arts Centre, 
Temple Bar, D2 7

Friday 2nd
10:30am - 
1.30pm

Filmmaking on your 
Phone Film / Workshop Festival HQ - Cube Project Arts Centre, 

Temple Bar, D2 16

11am - 12pm Ilu Osu West African 
Drumming Music / Workshop Festival HQ - Space 

Upstairs
Project Arts Centre, 
Temple Bar, D2 16

1pm - 2pm Bealtaine Short Film  
Retrospective Film / Screening Festival HQ - Space 

Upstairs
Project Arts Centre, 
Temple Bar, D2 12

1pm - 3pm Bealtaine X DIFF Screening /  
Discussion

Lighthouse  
Cinema, Dublin 7 Smithfield, Dublin 7 15

2pm - 4pm Lust for Poetry Poetry / Workshop Festival HQ - Cube Project Arts Centre, 
Temple Bar, D2 17

2pm - 3.30pm Scent Articulation  
Workshop

Visual Arts/ 
Workshop

Temple Bar Gallery 
+ Studio Temple Bar, Dublin 2 17

2.30pm - 4pm The Lives of Artists Multidisciplinary Arts 
/ Discussion

Festival HQ - Space 
Upstairs

Project Arts Centre, 
Temple Bar, D2 8

5pm - 6pm Artist’s Walkthrough: 
Prom Portraits Artist Walkthrough Temple Bar Gallery 

+ Studio Temple Bar, Dublin 2 14

6pm - 7pm Standing on the  
Shoulders of Giants

Literature/ 
Discussion Festival HQ - Cube Project Arts Centre, 

Temple Bar, D2 9

8pm - 9:30pm An Evening with  
Mary Coughlan

Music &  
Conversation

Festival HQ - Space 
Upstairs

Project Arts Centre, 
Temple Bar, D2 8

9.30pm - 
10.45pm Dublin Comedy Improv Improv/Comedy Festival HQ - Cube Project Arts Centre, 

Temple Bar, D2 9

Saturday 3rd

11am - 1.30pm Poetry SOS Poetry  
Prescriptions

Festival HQ - pop up 
space

Project Arts Centre, 
Temple Bar, D2 12

10.30am 
-1.30pm

Comedy Improv  
Workshop Improv/Workshop Festival HQ - Cube Project Arts Centre, 

Temple Bar, D2 17

11am - 
12.30pm

Create your Own  
Fantasy World

Visual Arts/ 
Workshop

Temple Bar Gallery 
+ Studio Temple Bar, Dublin 2 17
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See bealtaine.ie for full national partnered festival events throughout May

see bealtaine.ie for more

Saturday 3rd

11am - 12pm
Ageing in Place with 
the Irish Architecture 
Foundation

Walking Tour Begins @ The Ark 
Outdoor Stage Temple Bar, Dublin 2 15

11am - 
12.15pm

Dance Moves with  
Macushla Dance Dance/ Workshop Festival HQ - Space 

Upstairs
Project Arts Centre, 
Temple Bar, D2 18

11am - 
12.30pm 

Caring for Your Family 
Photographs Workshop Photo Museum 

Ireland Temple Bar, Dublin 2 18

12pm - 1.30pm Christiana Perschon Screening/Artist’s 
interview Irish Film Institute Temple Bar, Dublin 2 15

1pm - 2pm Bealtaine Short Film  
Retrospective Film Festival - Space 

Upstairs
Project Arts Centre, 
Temple Bar, D2 12

1.30pm - 
4.30pm Human Library Pop Up Festival HQ - pop up 

space
Project Arts Centre, 
Temple Bar, D2 12

2pm - 3pm Trad Family Singing Music/ Workshop The Ark Temple Bar, Dublin 2 18

2pm - 4pm Making a Memory Book Workshop Photo Museum 
Ireland Temple Bar, Dublin 2 18

3pm - 4.30pm Rebellious Hope Dance Screening / 
Discussion Festival HQ - Cube Project Arts Centre, 

Temple Bar, D2 10

4pm - 5pm Trad Family Singing Music/ Workshop The Ark Temple Bar, Dublin 2 18

4.30pm - 6pm DIY Ireland Music Panel Music/Discussion Festival HQ - Space 
Upstairs

Project Arts Centre, 
Temple Bar, D2 10

6.30pm - 8pm What Have Older People 
Ever Done For Us?

Bealtaine  
Discussion Festival HQ - Cube Project Arts Centre, 

Temple Bar, D2 11

8.30pm - 10pm Voices Unite Music/Spoken word Festival HQ - Space 
Upstairs

Project Arts Centre, 
Temple Bar, D2 11

Sunday 4th
2pm - 4pm Bealtaine Tea Party IMMA / Nationwide 19

Nationwide & Online 
6 - 31 May Prom Night Short Film Online bealtaine.ie 22

6,13 & 20 May Exploring Anthotypes 
with Joanna Hopkins

Visual Arts/ 
Workshop Online bealtaine.ie 22

8 & 9 May Creative Kickstart with 
Aingeala Flannery Writing/W orkshop Online bealtaine.ie 22

15 May Tender Mercies Theatre Backstage Theatre Longford 20

16 May National Arts in Nursing 
Homes Day Multidisciplinary Nationwide 21

19-24 May Tender Mercies Theatre Civic Theatre Tallaght, Dublin 24 20

21 & 28 May Bealtaine Beginnings 
with Kathy Donaghy Writing/Workshop Online bealtaine.ie 22

29-31 May Tender Mercies Theatre Mill Theatre Dundrum, Dublin 16 20

24 May Miss Mary Dance The Square, 
Roscommon town Roscommon 20

30 May Miss Mary Dance Edgeworthstown 
Library  Longford 20

31 May Miss Mary Dance Market Square 
Dundalk Louth 20



Every year, RTÉ supports more 
than 160 arts events nationwide. 

Apply Now:   www.rte.ie/supportingthearts



Every year, RTÉ supports more 
than 160 arts events nationwide. 

Apply Now:   www.rte.ie/supportingthearts
see ageandopportunity.ie for more

Age & Opportunity’s Eventful is a national listing of arts and cultural events 
welcoming to older people, inspired by Bealtaine Festival participants, GPs, and Social 
Prescribers who sought age-inclusive events beyond May. It includes concerts, dances, 
workshops, discussions, exhibitions, tours, screenings, and more. Listing on Eventful 
signals that your event is accessible and inclusive of older people. Organisations and 
individuals can register their events through the Bealtaine website, making it easy for 
people to explore year-round activities beyond the May festival. 

Our vision is an Ireland where all older people can be more active, more 
visible, more creative, more connected, more confident, more often.

Age & Opportunity is the national organisation that provides a range of opportunities 
for older people who want to get more involved in arts and culture, sport and 
physical activity, civic engagement and personal development. We work with local 
communities and organisations across the country to run a range of programmes and 
activities in these three areas. 

The Bealtaine Festival, an Age & Opportunity Arts initiative, is one of our flagship 
events. The festival continues to grow with the support and collaboration of our 
partners and hundreds of organisers throughout the country, as well as all those who 
attend a Bealtaine event. We are grateful to all those who organised events and look 
forward to another creative and inspiring year of Bealtaine Festival.
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www.bealtaine.ie

ageandopportunity.ie
T. 01 9133921
E. arts@ageandopportunity.ie

Age & Opportunity Registered Office  
Marino Institute of Education, Griffith Avenue,  
Dublin, DO9K 4P6  
A company limited by guarantee,
not having a share capital.

Registered in Ireland No. 284318.
Charity No: CHY 12365.
Registered Charity No: RCN 20036010.

Bealtaine Ambassadors 
2025
Once again, we are delighted to 
welcome writer and former T.D. Liz 
McManus and author, songwriter and 
Age Friendly Ambassador for Clare, 
Mike Hanrahan ( Stocktons Wing) as 
Festival Ambassadors.

Age & Opportunity is funded by


